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A NOTE ON STYLE 

In addition to the official and unofficial documents of the Order in this book, there are a 
number of papers and articles contributed by various authors. What has to be noted about 
all these documents is a difference of style in writing and of spelling out some of the basic 
terms used in the Qabalah and Magic. I t was my original intention to render style and 
spelling uniform in this book, but upon more prolonged reflection I have decided to let the 
individuality of each author speak for himself. As a result the reader will note that there are 
discrepancies here and there where the most basic technical names are used. For example, 
Sephirah is often spelled without the final letter. Of course this is minor, but at the same 
time it is symptomatic of a trend which may prove confusing if he neglects this warning. I n
other words do  not pay too much attention to  the trivialities of style, set, and spelling but 
rather try to grasp what each writer is attempting to  say. On the whole we have tried to 
remain faithful to each writer's wishes and intent even to such a degree as to include some of 
their lesser errors and arrogances. 





PERSISTENCE AND DETERMINATION 

Over the years I have been asked over and over again what are the most important 
qualities that a student should possess in approaching the Great Work. Other than normal 
intelligence and emotional stability. I find two other qualities which are essential for  
success. They are best summed up in the following quotation. 

Nothing in the world can take the 
place of persistence. 

Talent will not; nothing is more 
common than unsuccessful men 
with talent. 

Genius will not; unrewarded 
genius is almost a proverb. 

Education will not; the world is 
full of educated derelicts. 

Persistence and determination 
alone are omnipotent. 
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